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* And they that were with him were called, and choſen, and 
faithful.” 


— —  — H— 
By Jou ANN ES CLEeRicuUus. 


* And this Light they are ſo dazzled with, is nothing 
but an ignis fatuus, that leads them continually round 
in this circle. It is a Revelation, becauſe they firmly 
believe it ; and they believe it, becauſe it is a Revela- 
tion.” 
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| N a variety of converſations held with men 
of ſenſe and letters, I was informed that 
you, and alſo ſome other gentlemen, held 
very ſtrange and abſurd Doctrines, which 
you have both publicly and privately en- 
deavoured to cultivate ; to ſuch reports, how- 
ever, I paid but little attention, until I had 
ſeen a letter from the Archbiſhop of Dube 
lin to Dean Blundel, deſiring you might not 
be permitted to preach in his church. This 
rouſed my attention, and I was reſolved to 
hear for myſelf, which I did this very even- 
ing, and returned home well convinced of 
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the propriety of the Archbiſhop's prohibition 
but if you' have any ſtrong 'reaſons to ad- 
vance in juſtification of your doctrines, I 
am ſtill inclined to do you every juſtice, 
and to give you that opportunity, is the 
purpoſe of my preſent letter. 


When we conſider what an amazing dif- 
ference the education and learning of St. 
Paul muſt have made between him and 
other- apoſtles, that far from deſpiſing the 
gifts of nature and of art, he made uſe of 
all his talents in advancing the glorious cauſe 
which he had undertaken, it might be ex- 
peQed that a learned Fellow of the firſt Uni- 
verſity for literature in the world, would, 
in the capacity of an officiating clergyman 
have proved himſelf to be an ornament. to 
Religion——But unaccountable indeed it is, 
that the reverſe has been too manifeſt in 
you; and I am ſorry to ſay, that from 
your performance this day, it could never be 
judged by any perſon that you had ever 
been verſant in the writings of QpINX TI 
LIAN, CICERo, Loxgivus, the works of the 
Auguſtine age, or men of genius in the 
preſent. To hear the ſublime Liturgy of the 
church read in a canting ignorant manner 
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to ſee grimace and tautological repetitions 
ſubſtituted in lieu of preaching, was at once 
diſguſting and ridiculous - but above all to 
hear Doctrines uttered which have been long 
exploded by men of letters, as injurious to ſo- 
ciety ; and in a Chapel dedicated to a noble 
and laudable purpoſe, ſhould call on — 


for redreſs. a 


Your text was taken out of a very obſcure 
part of the Revelations, where you could 
find no aſſiſtance either from the preceding or 
ſubſequent. words, of elucidating the expreſ- 
ſigns of © Called, Choſen, Faithful,” further 
than in general terms, which might denote 
the aſſembly of the juſt. But you 
have arbitrarily fix'd the: meaning of thoſe 
words to ſome ſtrange ideas of your own, 
which you have not . attempted to explain, 
yet you would force them on the implicit aſ- 
ſent of your hearers. You ſay the word called, 
in its limited and moſt eſſential meaning im- 
plies a call which the ſinner cannot reſiſt, and 
whereby he is converted: if fo, this is indeed 
a proof of his being choſen. or elected in pre- 
ference to others; and again you maintain 
that ſuch a perſon cannot finally be caſt 


away. With reſpeR to the firſt ſo eſſential 
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to happineſs, you have not defined it. Is it 
a voice from heaven ſpeaking to the ſinner in 
diſtinct language ? ls it a powerful and in- 
ſtantaneous unſpeakable operation of the di- 
nvine Sirit on the ſoul, by which the ſinner 
knows that he is at that very moment or inſtant 
the adopted heir of Glory : It may be inferred 
from-your language, that the ſinner is conſci- 
ous of having received this Call —you ſay, that 
vou yourſelf have received it; and have ſo- 
lemnly appealed to Heaven, that you never 
would have received it, were it not irreſiſtible. 
You then, Sir, can explain it better than others, 
or you may evaſively anſwer : * the wind blow- 
eth where it Iifteth,” but we muſt not ſuffer you 
to place yourſelf on a footing with the apoſ- 
tles, and to waft about your own chimera's 
with the ſame confidence as the apoſtles, 
who were miraculouſly ſupported for the 
eſtabliſhment of the goſpel, and who main- 
tained truth. If you have no miracles to ſup- 
port you, where are your reaſons? Reaſon 
muſt perhaps, be ſecluded to make room for 
implicit Faith ; this ſeems. moſt evidently to 
be the caſe; but if not, I am confident that 
your great abilities will prove that I have been 
miſtaken, and if ſo, I ſhall be your moſt 
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fanguine advocate, and moſt openiy confeſs 


the folly of my oppoſition, but glory in_the 
wiſdom of the enquiry. If out of the mouths 
of Babes and Sucklings God has ordained 


praiſe, - how much more may it be expected 


from the mouth of a learned Fellow of Tri- 


nity College! who being called of God by 
irreſiſtible power, like Paul of Tarſus, 


ſhould be able to ſilence an Arreopagus of 
Philoſophers.” Sir, I am extremely concerned to 
think it poſſible for a gentleman of your litera- 
ry abilities and ſincere heart, to hold forth a 
doctrine, which in my humble opinion, re- 
preſents religion in the moſt unamiable and 
ſhocking point of view. Has the Almighty 
formed mankind with a predeſtinated par- 
tiality ? with a fixt and determined reſolu- 
tion, to make one part unconditionally his 
choſen people, and to abandon the reſt to 
everlaſting miſery? theſe concluſions natu- 
rally follow from your aſſertions. Vou have 
publicly declared that a man, in order to 
ſalvation, muſt experience a particular and 
powerful call, which will render him wil- 
ling, and become effectual to his converſior. 
That man himſelf has no more to do i in this 
change than the world had in its creation. 


Fir, did I miſtake your aſſertions, or not ? 


If 


eye ens © We 


—_— _ 
— 


33 —— ww 


ti. 


—— ß — — >" K AI . — Age ————·—w — 


9 


r —— 22*«** —-—7⁴ö 1  —_S „ FF 


— 2 —— — map — ⅛1ꝛ² 2 4 


f 


—— 


[81 


if not, 1 th6uld be happy to find you capable 
of folving the objeQions to which ſuch doc- 
trine is liable ; it imputes to God cruelty, 
and partiality, makes Him the author of fin 

and illuſion : of cruety, and partiality, be- 
cauſe he had predetermined to ſuffer a great 
part of the world to periſb, when he could 
have prevented it; the author of fin in as 
much as men muſt have ſinned from neceſ- 
fity, where the wil? had not the power of re- 
ſiſtance, or of ſeeking that power. Of illu- 
ſion, for all are unexceptionally (in holy 
writ) invited to partake of ſalvation. An 
illuſive invitation indeed, if fatal neceſſity 
were to conſign any to ſin and miſery. How 
could the divine Being laugh at their cala- 
mity, or mock when their fear cometh, who 
had not been the authors of their own de- 
ſtruction? Will you ſay with Paul, whoſe 
meaning you do not ſeem to underſtand, 
who hath reſiſted his will? The anſwer is 
evident: he that obſtinately refuſes to be 
faved when he might. Who mi ght? All 
men. For God willeth not the teat! of a fin- 
ner, but that all men might be ſaved. Wno 
THEN HATH RESISTED HIS WILL? theſo 
are words which may better be quoted to 
prove that all men will be ſaved, than that 
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ſome are ſaved irreſiſtibly: but as both poſi- 
tions cannot be true, both abſolutely incom- 
patable with the divine attributes, both are 
equally to be rejeded. 


There is ſcarcely any chapter in the 
Bible, ſo much perverted as the gth of Ro- 
mans; the predilection of God for Jacob in 
preference to Eſau, by which was repreſent- 
ed the mercy of God ſhewn to the Gentiles, 
who received the goſpel when it was rejected 
by the Jews. The love of God to Jacob 
was not on account of any merit in him 
above that of his brother, for this predilec- 
tion was prior to the birth, and conſequently 
the merit of cither—but beſides God who 
knoweth all things might have had reaſons 
which he did not think expedicnt to reveal, 
for this preference, therefore it would be 
preſumptuous to arraign his juſtice on the 
occaſion—where we therefore are not able 
to diſcover any real meritorious difference, we 
"muſt allow it but reaſonable to be mute 
and own our ignorance— The Gentiles 
were latterly prefcrred to the Jews, not on 
account of merit but becauſe they more 


willingly received the goſpel, 


St. 
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St. Faul was not by any means a Predeſ- 
tinarian of your tenets ; he did not maintain 


What you feem to aſcertain, that he who 
was once obedient to the heavenly call, 


could never finally periſh, elſe uſeleſs were 
theſe and ſuch like expreſſions of the apoſ- 
the. For if we fin witfully after that we have 


received the knowledge of the truth, there re 


maineth no more ſacrifice for fin, &c. 


I am however, well convinced it is out of 


your power to eſtabliſh your ſavorite tenets 


upon any rational grounds, and happy for 
Chriſtianity this 1s the caſe, for. otherwiſe it 


would ſoon fall to the ground. You are cer- 
tainly laying the foundation of atheiſm tho 


you are not aware of it. For what would Athe- 
its ſay, do you not aſſert that God can do what 
he pleaſes if it do not involve a contradic- 
tion? It involves no contradiction to ſay, 
he can ſave all mankind. But would it 
not be trifling to ſay he cannot ſave thoſe 
who die in their ſins; for he might have 
ſaved them from their fins by repentance 
and an irreſiſtible call if he choſe. But 
perhaps you may ſay he could not fave all 
mankind, becauſe he*had preordained other - 
wiſe. If 1 aſk then where is the uſe of 
preachinz, 


Lr 


preaching, praying, and all the ordinances 
of religion as neceſſary to ſalvation? The 
anſwer muſt be ſtill the ſame; ©. hecauſe it 
« was preordained that the ele n d uſe 
« fuch means”. 


It was in the ſixteenth century the opi- 
nion of the reformed churches, that . Holy 
Scripture and reaſon were the two criterions 
of truth, that contradiftions cannot be the ob- 
feds of faith; that all propofitions which: are 
repugnant to, and deftroy each other, muſt be falſe 
and incredible. But in my opinion it would 
be much better ſtated by ſaying, that two 
contradictory propoſitions cannot be true, one 
of neceſſity muſt be wrong. It is a contra- 
diction to ſay that God willeth not the death 
of a ſinner, and that he ſhould at the ſame 
time withhold the means or the power of re- 
forming. Perhaps it may be alledged that 
the doctrine of the divine decrees is a doc- 
trine of the eſtabliſhed church, eſtabliſhed by 
the 17th article. To this I anſwer, that al- 
though that article affords a latitude of intec- 
pretation, as there were then many calvaniſ- 
tical Doors in our Church, yet in the reign 
of Charles the Firſt, the calvaniſtical Doc- 
trine of Predeſtination was excluded, and 

whatever 
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whatever latitude the 19th article might 
have once afforded, it now cannot be held as 
a ſupport to that doctrine; the profeſſors of 
the church of England, who held ſuch te- 
nets were. called calvaniſtical Puritans, but it 
is to be hoped, that our Biſhops will in fu- 
ture keep the church clear from ſuch teachers. 


In the fifth Century the Chriſtian Church 
was troubled with the Palagians and the 
Semi-Palagians ; the firſt placed too much 
upon the power of human nature, to perform 
all requiſite good works; the ſecond mixed 
that hereſy with the doQrine of Grace, 
whilſt ST. AvcGusTINE, and his diſci- 
ples, fell into a contrary extreme, among 
other errors introducing the doctrine of 
abſolute decrees. —I am far from condemning 
every perſon who does not think with me 
in renouncing ſuch doctrine among ſome 
of the Calviniſts, this is a Church tenet; in 
the Church of England it is looked upon as 
error, if any member of this Church is tainted 
with it, he ſhould not diſturb the minds of 
others with endeavouring to cultivate it, or 
elſe he ſhould quit that Church and join that 
aſſembly where he may be indulged in his. 


favorite Hypotheſis. Reprobation. is a tenet. 
5 ſo 
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ſo hortid i in its own nature, that were it uni- 
verſally the opinion of Chriſtians, I ſhould 
immediately renounce chriſtianity—for it is 
impoſſible that an uncharitable malevolent 
principle could ever have been cultivated by 
Chriſt or his Apoſtles. In vain you argue 
from the fore-knowledge of God, this is a 
ſubjet beyond human comprehenſion, it is 
dangerous to enter into any arguments drawn 
a priori, our capacities .are not ſuited to the 
magnitude of the ſubject; we muſt be con- 
tented with what has been revealed, and 
underſtand ſcripture i in its plain and unequi- 
vocal meaning, not rendering the language of 
it dubious, as when the words of Peter are 
quoted, declaring, that God * is not willing 
* that any ſhould periſh, but that ALL Dou 
come to repentance”. Saying, that theſe be- 
nevolent expreſſions are confined only to 
ANY Or ALL elected finners. 


Thus ſome men render the ſimplicity of the 
Goſpel the ſubject of diſpute and cavil, and 
have often diſturbed the Church of Chriſt. — 
Such doctrine originates fometimes in an 
atrabilious and gloomy conſtitution, and in a 
miſanthropic temper. Their pretended ſpi- 
rituality is but the exuberance” of diſguſtful 
pride, 


pride, which would  feigri monopolize 
heaven. T fear much that in the final 
iſſue there ay be found many ſuch among 
their votaries whoſe ſpiritual pride will con- 
ſign them over to the puniſhment of the re- 
ben OT” 


7" Mdiring to be gods if angels fell, 
 : Aſpiring to be angels, men rebel. 


Upon the whole, Sir, you ſeem to have 
indecently. blended the flights of Whitfield 
with ſome of your own highly volatilized, 
forming a dangerous. poiſon of too ſubtle 
a nature when adminiſtered to votaries 
who may have good hearts but weak heads; 
it often ſets the brain in a blaze; the animal 
ſpirits in high agitation, cauſing for the mo- 
ment very extraordinary ſenſations, are miſ- 
taken for inſtantaneous. inſpiration which 
ſhews itſelf by violent * and auk- 
ward geſtures. 


It may be laid down as an axiom, that God 
cannot love the reprobate; it follows, that 
the elect cannot, or ought not, to love what 
is an abomination to the Lord. But we are 
commanded to love thoſe that hate us; to 

love 
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love our neighbour as our ſelf.—If it be ſaid 
that it is the elect only we are to love, it 
follows that we ſhould equally know 'who! 
the elect are, or otherwiſe we love thoſe whom 
God hates, which is committing ſin.— It is 
but a poor argument to ſay becauſe we know 
not who the elect are; therefore leſt they 
ſhould be neglected we are bound to love all 
mankind. Can the perſon who mentions ſuch 
a ſentiment be a real charitable perſon ? they 
who would do good unto all men but eſpecially 
to them who are of the Houſhold of Faith, muſt 
mean—do-good to all men leaſt you neglect 
the elected, but eſpecially to them you be- 
lieve to be ſuch. Men of ſuch contracted and 
hypocritical ſouls cannot be the elec of God;— 
they diſpenſe charity through miſtake where 
they would otherwiſe ſhew a deadly hatred. 
How unlike the divine Author of our Being, 
who ſends his rain upon the juſt and upon the 
unjuſt! though he cannot be deceived for 
want of knowledge, he has no pleaſure in 
the death of the wicked, yet he is made the 
author of their deſtruction by an eternal de- 
cree- Who would be ſuch a believer ?: alas! 
the unfortunate, and truly pitiable objects for 
which the Penitentiary of Dorſet-Street, has 
been eſtabliſhed under the auſpices of a bene- 


volent 
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volent and generous man, can reap but little 
comꝗrt from doctrines calculated to drive 
them into deſpair, if they cannot arrive at 
that degree of confidence which will aſcertain 
their heavenly call, then perhaps fincere re- 
pentance may be changed to black deſpair ; 
and then what will not the preacher have 
to anſwer for? or elſe, having acquired the 
teacher's preſumption, be again led captive 
by vice under a confidence of never falling 
finally. 


If in-any reſpect I may have miſconceived 


Four meaning you muſt impute it to your- 
ſelf, for in addreſſing you on a ſermon com- 


poſed of wulgar repetitions, I muſt compare 
myſclf to a perſon who ſhoots at a ſwallow, 
whoſe circuitous and Irregular flights might 
poſſibly evade the beſt aim; but preſently in 
reply to this, ſomething may be expected 
which will afford a more certain baſis for fu- 


ture animadverſion. In fact the points where- 


in you appear to have erred are theſe, and 
which, if brought home, entirely unfit you for 
a teacher in the church of England i ſt. the 
holding an inexplicable doctrine which you 
ſtile a particular call from God —ad. that 


after ſuch call, it is impoſſible to fall from 


God 
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God—3dly, that you hold the old doctrine 
of Geneva, concerning predeſtination and 
which that ſchool afterwards neglected—all 
theſe being doctrines which are not now 
. in the * of — 


1 have no aut but you are too well 
acquainted with the arguments that favor 
your Theory—of what has been judici- 
ouſly argued againſt it, you ſeem to be igno- 
rant, but what will anſwer full as well as 
ignorance is this—You HAVE A DIVINE IN- 
TERNAL CONVICTION THAT YOU ARE 
RIGHT—then whilſt you imagine © yourſelf 
poſſeſs d with that, all argument is vain.— 
Vet you will ſtill attempt to argue, and that 
methodically, or otherwiſe methodiſtically— 
under the ſemblance of Apoſtolic innocence, 
you confound the ignorant with diſguiſed 
Logic, and perverted metaphyſics. What 
an opportunity in lecturing on liberty and 
neceſſity and inveſtigating the principles of 
Locke, to inculcate your own—and to ſend | 
forth -preachers into the church, who will 
again revive the doctrines of predeſtinarians, 
the 2 of Su pralapſarians and Sublap- 
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ſarians, and all the polemic and fidiculous 
conteſts, that have at various times diſturbed 
the world. I muſt tell you that the enemies 
of Chriſtianity will avail themſelves of ſuch 
diſturbance—yet you may ſay,” why then do 
you interfere ? my anſwer is, Charity—to 
you, by affording you an opportunity of 
juſtifying your doctrines, if miſrepreſented 
or miſconceived—and to all the world - by 
expoſing the tendancy of enthuſiaſtic preach- 
ing which diſturbs mankind. With reſpect 
to controverſy in general, I am ſenſible it 
never did, nor never will be productive of 
good.—T mean only to bring you to' an open 
acknowledgement or diſavowel of the tenets 
laid to your charge; if you hold them, argu- 
ment is vain.—If we believe the words of 
Locke, © theſe men (ſays he,) have they ſay, 
clear light and they ſee: they have an awak- 
ened ſenſe and they feel, this cannot, they 
are ſure be diſputed them. For when a 
man ſays (or calls God to witneſs) that he ſees 
or he feels, nobody can deny it to him that 
he does ſo— in another place you know +: 
he ſays. © Their minds being thus prepared, 
whatever groundleſs opinion comes to ſettle 
itſelf ſtrongly upon their fancies, is an illumi- 
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nation from the Spirit of God - and whatever 
odd aQion they find in themſelves an incli- 
nation to do, that impulſe is concluded. to be 
a call, or direction from Heaven and muſt be 
obeyed ; tis a commiſſion from above, and 
they cannat err in executing it.” 


Therefore, if you by a written teſtimony 
avow what is laid to your charge, it will 
have every poſſible good effect; the good 
ſenſe and obſervation of well- minded perſons, 
without an unavailing controverſy, will con- 
vince them that enthuſiaſtic doctrine may 
be productive in a thouſand inſtances, of 
the moſt dreadful conſequences to ſociety. 
That deſpair and deſtruction are its offspring 
that immorality and wickedneſs are ſanc- 
tioned by it— That men who may be 
perſuaded to believe ſuch doctrine, may 
alſo, not finding any experience of a mi- 
raculous call to aſcertain their title to 
future Bliſs, nay do in many inſtances fall 
into deſpair, and madneſs—while others 
work themſelves alſo into the imagination 
of being the very elect without the danger 
of ever falling finally from that ſtate, and 
from the workings of imagination loſe their 

under- 
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underſtandings, and abandoning the necef. 
fary concerns of life, leave their families to 
miſery and wretchednelſs. 


I am Sir, your 


very Humble Servant, 
July 2oth, 1794. JOHANNES CLERICUS. 
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